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The dilemma 


of Nye 


By LESLIE HALE, MP 


HEN the amazing Labour victory of 1945 was 
announced, Clem Attlee commenced to form his 
Ernest Bevin was to be Chancellor of the 


Cabinet. 


Exchequer and Hugh Dalton, Foreign Secretary. 
in the forenoon. About tea-time the posts were switched. No 
It is assumed that either the 
King or Sir Winston Churchill made representations. 


one has ever been sure why. 


This fascinating incident has been politically dramatised. 


That was 


Macmillan 
won't face 


WHEN OUR FRIENDS DO IT WE CALL 

IT INTELLIGENCE RECONNAISSANCE, 
WHEN THE ENEMY DOES IT—IT’S DOWN- 
RIGHT DIRTY SPYING. 


This sense of moral repugnance, coupled with 
the world danger of spying in the missile age, 
explains why there has been a continuous uproar 
since the U2 spy plane was shot down over the 
Soviet Union on May 1—and why Americans 
have since felt a sense of confusion and guilt that 
their Government was caught red-handed. 


Around the world the protests are mounted. 
U2 bases out of our country,’”” has been the theme of 
continuing demonstrations—the latest in Japan, Scan- Was made on July 1. 


facts 


“ Take 


The Left wing of the party are asked to assume that this was dinavia and West Germany. 


the most decisive moment in recent political 
history. I do not agree I think that Hugh 
Dalton was a good Chancellor. He was a 
tremendously likeable and vital figure with 
a genuine concern for the underdog. 
think he was much more competent in his 
choice of policy than in his choice of ad- 
viser. I don’t think he would have made a 
good Foreign Secretary. I think Ernest 
Bevin would have made a good Chancellor. 
It was probably not politically practicable 
for Clem to select Nye, a rebel, an orator 
without ministerial experience, as his 
Foreign Secretary. It was a tragedy. 


In those days I knew Ernest Bevin much 
better than I knew Nye. He was a brilliant 
and vital figure, forthright, contentious and 
sincere. In home affairs he was a genuine 
radical socialist. He was the greatest Tory 
Foreign Secretary of the century. 


Attiee’s difficulties 


Many readers will think it strange to hear 
me concede that Clem would have difficulty 
in appointing Nye. After all, they will say, 
Clem did appoint to office many who have 
ceased to be of the Labour Party. And 
some who never were. Perhaps, they will 
say, he could have offered something to 
Michael Foot. Some, more daring, will 
suggest that if Mr. Selwyn Lloyd could be 
Foreign Secretary it was really not impos- 
sible that Nye should have been, 


Do you know what Nye’s greatest fault 
was? It was just another of the reasons 
why we loved him. He couldn’t push him- 
self. He was never remembered amongst 
those people whose ambition dominates 
their sense of decency. He was prepared to 
serve, cognisant of the burdens of public 
life. He was not prepared to jockey for 
position. 

Few people have tried to pursue the im- 
plications of his position. Nye was a 
socialist, an internationalist, and a lover of 
his fellow man. Yet, within a few weeks of 
the great Labour victory of 1945, he found 
himself in a situation of progressive anxiety. 
To stay or not to stay, that was the ques- 
tion. 

There was so much he could do—he was 
responsible for the housing of the poor and 
over-crowded and the cure of the sick. He 
carried his schemes through. It was not 
fun. Sometimes I saw it as the campaign of 
a very great man, almost physically broken, 
to bring about reforms which were basic in 
his philosophy. 

Then came 1951. All of us behaved with 
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Labour Party Conference 


UNILATERALIST 
MAJORITY? 


Peace News Reporter 


LAST week’s votes on nuclear 

weapons by the miners and rail- 
waymen concluded the lining up of 
British unions on the issue of uni- 
lateral action. 


Unilateralism appears to have a majority 
of a clear 1,000,000 votes at the Labour 
Party Conference in October. 


Unilateralist unions include the Transport 
Workers, Amalgamated Engineers, Shop 
Workers, Railwaymen, Electricians, Public 
Employees, Building Workers, Boilermakers, 
Foundry Workers, Operative Printers, 
Vehicle Builders, Sheet Metal Workers, 
Draughtsmen, Firemen, London Typo- 
graphical and Chemical» Workers (2,884,000 
votes). 


Unions opposing unilateralism are the 
General and Municipal Workers, Miners, 
Post Office Workers, Woodworkers, Trans- 
port Salaried Staffs, Boot and Shoe Opera- 
tives and Clerical Workers (1,769,000 votes). 


And in Britain? Here, of course, in- 
terest in the U2 has been trebled by the 
episode of the RB-47 which the Russians 
shot down on July 1. 


Prime Minister Macmillan was not really 
prepared to answer questions in the House 
of Commons on Tuesday. It was “ not in 
the public interest.” It had never been the 
practice to discuss intelligence activities in 
the House. 


We do not know the answers he could 
have given us, but piecing together the 
news we find an ugly picture: 


4 U2 spy flights have “taken place from 
* the American bases at Lakenheath,” 
Suffolk, according to the deputy chief of 
the American National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, Mr. Hugh Dryden, 
testifying in Washington on June 2. 


© Mr. Allen Dulles, head of the US 
“* Central Intelligence Agency, visited the 
Foreign Office in London after the U2 in- 
cident. No official comment. 


3 The RB-47—a 10-year-old bomber 

* modifled for reconnaissance—left the 
US base at Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, on 
July 1. Its camera equipment could obtain 
good oblique pictures of objects up to 
about 150 miles away. It was sent along 
the Arctic coastline of Norway and the 
Soviet Union. This part of Russia contains 
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SPY PLANES 


The Brize Norton Air Base (“Peace is our Profes- 
sion ’!) near Oxford from which the RB-47 flight 


Protest demonstrations will 
be held at the Base and in London 
this week-end. (See advertisement on 
back page). 


the Kola Peninsula missile bases and the 
Soviet submarine bases at Murmansk. Was 
the plane spying? Mr. Khrushchev claimed 
o1 Tuesday : 


“It has become known from their (the 
two survivors’) statements that this six- 
engined airplane, RB-47, took off from 
an American military base in Britain and 
had to fly along the northern frontier of 
the Soviet Union for intelligence pur- 
poses. It was then to return to Britain.” 


4 In October, 1951, the Labour Prime 
* Minister, now Lord Attlee, gave the 
USA what was virtually a blank cheque in 
an agreement on US use of British bases. 
There was no formal document, simply a 
mutually satisfactory arrangement. Only in 
an emergency would Britain have any say 
in what happened. Alerts and spying did 
not come within this category. The latest 
statement on “defence” from the Labour 
leadership, which included the retention of 
US bases, ensured that this policy was not 
challenged in the Commons on Tuesday. 


These. then, are the facts on record. They 
call for more from Mr. Macmillan than a 
blank refusal to answer. Spy flights can 
cause war. 


It is equally true, of course, that war can 
cause spy flights. If you are preparing for 
war you’ve got to know as much as pos- 
sible about the enemy’s preparations—hence 
spies. Most people’s moral repugnance of 
war has been broken down. This is not yet 
true of spies. They might yet teach us 
something. 


Foulness - prisoners 


"THE third in a series of demonstra- 

tions in support of the Foulness 
prisoners, jailed on May 2 for six 
months after the direct action demon- 
stration at Foulness Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment, is to march 
through the West End of London to- 
morrow (Saturday). 


Marchers are asked to assemble in Bry- 
anston Street, near Marble Arch, before 11 
a.m, when the march (not a poster parade) 
will move off down Wigmore St., Regent 
St., Piccadilly Circus, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Charing Cross Rd,, Tottenham Court Rd, 
Euston Rd., to King’s Cross. A further 
3,000 leaflets have been printed for the 
march, 
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Congo violence: 


Weapon for reactionaries 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


APPENINGS are so varied and important that it is time again for a broad survey of the 


struggle for racial equality and liberty. 


We must face the fact that the news from the Congo makes the task of European 
champions of African freedom more difficult and that the violence will be used by all 
reactionaries to withstand African advance in the neighbouring territories of East and 


Central Africa 


What a heritage of hatred the Belgians 
have left behind—memories of beatings, 
chainings, hangings, ever since the days of 
“Red Rubber”! The disturbances arise 
from the deep frustrations of more imme- 
diate Belgian rule-—economic grievances, 
tribal grievances, the subjection of all Afri- 
cans to an inferior status. ‘ What can you 
expect when you lift the lid after 50 years? ” 
remarked a member of a visiting technical 
mission to The Observer correspondent. 


In Leopoldville the troubles began with 

a strike in a Belgian-owned firm. Then they 

spread to the army, the 

THE CONGO African ranks no longer 

content to take orders from their Belgian 

officers. Only seven Africans had reached 
the rank of sergeant-major. 

Added to this was discontent in the 
Katanga province, the richest mineral 
region, against inadequate representation in 
the new African Government. The Katanga 
people want autonomy. 

I am very doubtful whether the presence 
of Belgian troops will improve the situation. 
They are more likely to intensify African 
reactions. 

We must all give the fullest sympathy to 
Prime Minister Lumumba and President 
Kasavubu. I should like to see the inde- 
pendent African states sending a mission of 
goodwill and solidarity to them. 


* a « * 


I don't take a fatal view of the break- 
down in the Algerian negotiations, but the 
French subordinate officials must get rid of 
the idea that they can dictate. This is for- 
tunately different from President de Gaulle’s 
speeches. In Normandy he said: “ We want 
man, whatever the colour of his skin, to 
decide for himself.” 

The consequence of failure would be too 
disastrous for the President to contemplate: 


ALGERIA: in France, discord; 


in Algeria, the 
WAR OR PEACE prospect of Chinese 


intervention; in Africa, participation by the 
independent governments; in the world, the 
danger of war. 
I anticipate a renewal of the preliminary 
talks in a spirit more amenable to success. 
+ * *. * 


Lord Perth, second in command at the 
British Colonial Office, has been to Malta 
and says that Mr. Iain Macleod will an- 
nounce plans for a new constitution before 
the end of the month. 


Lord Perth used an ominous phrase: 
“Britain has no intention of abandoning 
Malta; the British Gov- 
NEWS FOR ernment has responsibili- 
MALTA ties to the Maltese people 
and themselves.” Unfortunately one of 
these responsibilities, as in Cyprus, is the 
British military base. Malta has also been 
conscripted as the Mediterranean HQ of 
NATO. 

It doesn’t look as though Malta is to get 
the independence which alone will satisfy 
its people. 

* = fT - 

Back to Africa, South Africa. I think I 
was most disturbed after Sharpeville by the 
mass arrests of Africans on the charge only 
that they were not working. Mr. Erasmus, 
the Minister of Justice (was there ever a 
more ironical title ?), has now announced 
that 8,600 Africans have been detained as 
“idlers.” Note the figure—8,600 ! 

After being rounded up by the police 
these men were brought before magistrates 
SOUTH AFRICAN = secret “ courts” 
#. on prison prem- 
CRIME ises, Fick for. trial 
but “ classification.” They were not allowed 
legal representation. 


They have been committed to unknown 
places of detention. Even their relatives do 
not know where they are. 


This reads like Nazi Germany or Russia 
under Stalin. 


Meanwhile, the boycott of South Africa 
extends. The unanimous decision of the 11 
independent states of Africa to refuse to 
trade with the Union has now been fol- 
lowed by Malaya. 

* -: * * 

We Britishers must not get hypocritically 
wrathful about South African detentions. 
Last week I asked in the House of Com- 
mons how many persons were detained or 
restricted without trial in East and Central 
Africa, This was the reply I received: 

Kenya: 1,278. Nyasaland: 405. 
Uganda: 104. N. Rhodesia: 9. 
That is a total of 1,796. 

When I pleaded for the release of these 

men or for public trials, Mr. Macleod 


replied that news from 
Hearn ie Kenya showed that restric- 
tions are. still 


necessary. 
The next morning the press reported new 
oath-taking on Mau Mau lines. 

This secret oath-taking has not been re- 
vealed as widespread, nor is it violent in 
purpose as practised by Mau Mau. One 
must also bear in mind that there are some 
Europeans in Kenya who are not averse to 
scares, hoping that they will block consti- 
tutional change. 

Nevertheless, it would be a tragedy if 
violence erupted again in Kenya. The Afri- 
can population has been promised a 
majority next year, and from that position 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


they can guide Kenya to early independ- 
ence. 
* u * * 

In Northern Rhodesia Kenneth Kaunda is 
fulfilling his pledge to guide the Independ- 
ence Movement on lines of positive action 
without violence. 

When an African member of the Legis- 
lature introduced a motion for majority 
representation several 
hundred African men 
METHODS IN and women belonging 
RHODESIA ing to his party began 
a fast outside the Council Chamber in pro- 
test against the present denial of democracy. 
At the end of the debate the few African 
members of the Legislative Council joined 
the fasting protesters outside. 


This new tactic caused a deep impression 
among Europeans. They are practised in 
suppressing violence, but are disconcerted 
by the prospect of handling any large-scale 
Gandhian resistance. 


AKIN 
GANDHIAN 


° * * * 


A more optimistic note to end. 


The first African Governor of a British 
territory has been appointed in the Western 
Region of Nigeria. The Oni of Ife. 


And when I was in Lagos a fortnight 
ago I heard that Dr. Azikiwe is likely to 
be offered the post of 


Petit Sa Governor General of 
2 independent Nigeria. 
GENERAL This would be due 


recognition of the supreme service he has 
rendered to Nigerian unity and independ- 
ence; but [I hope it would not mean a 
lessening of his positive influence on 
Nigeria’s political contribution to the world. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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Friday, July 15 
BRADFORD: 7.30 p.m. Science Room, 
Mechanics Institute. Open mtg., discussion om 
Labour's new defence policy. CND. 
BRISTOL : 7.30 p.m. 58 Archfield Rd., Cotham 6. 
: ‘‘ Presenting Pacifism to the General 
Bristol PPU. 
Saturday, July 16 
LONDON, S.W.10@: 630—10 p.m. 6 Apollo Place. 
(off Cheyne Walk, opposite Chelsea House Boats), 
Fund-raising party. Tickets 2s. 6d. at door, inc. 
rarnumeats, Members and friends. London Area 
LONDON, S.E.13;: 3 p.m. 
Clarendon Rise, Lewisham. 
FoR. 
LONDON, E.11;: 9.30 a.m. Green Man, Leyton- 
stone. All day march. S.W. Essex YCND. 
SOUTHEND: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Dun- 
donald Drive, Leigh-on-Sea. Garden Party. PPU. 


Sunday. July 17 
LONDON, W.1: 4.15 p.m. Air St., Piccadilly. 
West End Poster Parade. Westminster CND. 
Monday, July 1 
WOODFORD: 7.30 p.m. Sir James Hawkey 
Hall. Public Mtg. Speakers: Mra. Judith Hart, 
M.P., Mr. A. C. Torode. S.W. Essex YCND. 
Tuesday, July 19 
LONDON, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. Caxton Hall, off 
Victoria St. Study Group Five ‘* Future of the 
Movement."" London Region CND. 
Thursday, July 21 
BARNET: 7.30-11 p.m. Church House, Wood 


St. Mark's Vicarage, 
Annual! Garden Party. 


St., Humphrey Lyttelton, Anthony Parr and his 
Jayz Orpheans, and the San Jacinto Stompers. 
Tickets 2s. Barnet CND 


LIVERPOOL : 7.45 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. Alas 
Heathcote. Discussion ‘ Pacifism is a_ flowering 
rather than a root.’ Liverpool! Central PPU. 

LONDON, E.10: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg., Ho., Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone. Donald Ford ‘' The Delinquent 
Society.'’ Leytonstone PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.3: 8 p.m. 47 Netherhall Gardens 
(Flat 7). Discussion—‘' Some Aspects of Non- 
Violence."* PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. Caxton Hall, off 
Victoria St. Study Group Two, ‘‘ Economics and 
Disarmament,’ London Region CND. 

Friday, July 22 

LONDON, W.8;: 10.30 am. & 1.15 p.m. Towns 
Hall, High St., Kensington. London Local Tribunad 
for COs. Public admitted. 

Saturday, July 23 

ADDLESTONE, Surrey: 2.30 p.m. Co-op. Hall. 
Summer Sale. Walton and Weybridge CND. 

LONDON, E.11: 2.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Leytonstone, Garden Fayre. Admn. 6d. S.W. 
Essex YCND. 

Sunday, July 24 


LONDON, N.1: 3.30 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
King’s Cross. Stuart Morris, ‘' Non-Resistance.’’ 
Universal Religion—Pacifist Fellowship. 


Monday, July 25 
LONDON, S.W.1: 10.30 a.m. & 2.15 p.m. Ebury 
Br., Ho., Ebury Bridge Road. London Apellate 
Tribunal‘for COs, Public admitted. 
Saturday, July 30—Friday, Aug. 5 
OXFORD: Lady Margaret Hall. Oxfam. Con- 
ference. Speakers: Arnold Toynbee, Lord Boyd 
oe rE Boris Uvarov. Details from 17 Broad St., 
‘ord, 
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Every week? 


SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.11: Portobello or Golborne Rd 
Peace Bookstall in Market. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Helpers 
for two-hour shifts are needed. Apply to Secre- 
tary, BAY 2086, or Organiser, FLA 7906,  Por- 


chester PPU. 
GLASGO 8.15 Apt 
WwW: 8.15 p.m. ueens Park ic- 
toria Rd. Open-air meeting. 4 
LONDON, N.W.3: 11.30 a.m. Whi 
Open Air Meeting. _Hampstead CNDL hee 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. | Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity. IVS. 
LONDON: 7 par 3 Crees 
: -M., ledoni i 
Youth Action Croup. Onian Rd., N.1. Pacifist 
'HURSDAYS 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. (near Green Man), £.10 and E.11 Group PPU. 
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By Sybil Morrison 


HAMMER 
OF HATE 


If people talk long enough and em- 
phatically enough, other people are apt 
to believe that there is something in what 
they say, even though there is not.—Judge 
Geoffrey Howard. “ People and Words,” 
the Sunday Times, July 10, 1960. 


LL successful advertisement relies 

in the main upon repetition; the 
cleverest idea would be as nothing if 
it were only shown once on a hoarding, 
cinema screen or TV. It must be ham- 
mered home by constant reiteration of the 
theme or slogan if, in the end, any number 
of people are to believe there is something 
in it. Propaganda of any kind also depends 
for its success upon tireless repetition, 
though perhaps it is more successful if the 
sameness is not too obvious, 


The national press, notably The Guardian 
and the Daily Telegraph, has been running 
a correspondence for weeks now about 
nuclear deterrents, and the repetition of 
certain themes has been significant of the 
amount of indoctrination that goes on in 
this country. The same old arguments with 
which those who disagree with pacifism be- 
lieve they have scored their final and most 
telling point are trotted out over and over 
again. 

“JT am waiting,” writes one Reverend 
gentleman, “for the unilateral disarmer 
who will let it be known that if he finds a 
burglar on his premises he will not resort 
to force, nor dial 999.” Clearly he believes 
that this is the clinching argument for 
threatening the human race with total des- 
truction. He has listened for so long to the 
reiterated theme of nuclear deterrents 
against Russian invasian that he has come 
to believe both in the threat of invasion and 
the safeguard of the H-bomb. 


*¥ 


It is obvious, in fact, to anyone who 
thinks at all that there is no analogy be- 
tween this situation and the threat of 
burglary. It is quite unnecessary to let 
burglars know that the door is unlocked 
and no one will resist him, since locked 
doors and burglar alarms, burglar-proof 
safes and strong rooms have no more kept 
out the determined burglar than has the 
threat of force and the penalties involved if 
caught. If the USSR had been a determined 
burglar there was nothing to prevent her 
forcing her way in before there were any 
nuclear weapons. 


It is these false and futile analogies, re- 
peated ad nauseam, that bedevil the whole 
situation. If every nation holding nuclear 
weapons is to be equated with a murderer 
or a burglar then those who first used the 
atom bomb cannot escape the indictment. 
If every country which has annexed the 
land of other peoples by the use of force is 
to be designated a burglar, Great Britain 
itself has a most sorry history. 


That the enemy of the day should always 
be equated with a burglar or a murderer, a 
tiger or a madman, is so commonplace that 
no one questions it, and it is repeated so 
often that it becomes engraved upon the 
public mind. When necessary, of course, it 
is erased, as Stalin’s Siberian Labour 
Camps, the purges, and liquidation of un- 
wanted minorities - SOSH were a 
ently forgotten when e strength o 
Rien’: Red Army and Air Force were 
needed as allies in the war against Hitler. 


It is only possible for the burglar of one 
year, without changing his sinister habits in 
the very least, to become the shining knight 
fighting for freedom in the next, because 
the hammer of hate banging out its recur- 
rent theme captures the mind of the hearer 
and makes it prisoner. The real question is 
not whether force should be used or threat- 
ened against burglars b ing into prem- 
ises, but whether ordinary people of inte- 
grity are going to use against their fellow 
human beings a force which may destroy 
the whole of life upon earth. 

By what right does any one person, or 
group of persons, take upon themselves the 
appalling responsibility of dialling WAR ? 
It is time that these false analogies were 
dropped and the real dilemma was faced 
with courage and common sense. It is war 
that is the burglar and the murderer; let us 
erase those three letters from the dial. 
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Soldier or conscientious objector ? 


This is the wording on one of the posters in the above selection of Danish 
war resisters’ literature. The pamphlets deal with nuclear war, radio-active 
fallout, and the right to refuse conscription. 
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CALL-UP 


By Bryan Reed 


Secretary of the Central Board for Concientious Objectors 


HE British Government has an- 
nounced that, subject to it obtain- 
ing the voluntary recruits required, 
there will be no further call-up of 
those liable to National Service after 
the end of this year. No exceptions 
have been announced to this general 
tule so that it can be assumed that 
the whole call-up procedure will be 
dismantled. 


Those born after September 30, 1939, have 
already been informed that they will not 
be required. Of those born before that 
date the Minister of Labour announced 
at the end of last year that anyone on 
deferment for training or studies after 
May 31, 1960, need not expect to be 
called upon even if his deferment expires 
before the end of this year. 


This leaves a comparatively small section 
available for call-up before the end of 
the year, mostly between the ages of 21 
and 26. It is quite possible that the last 
man will be called up well in advance of 
December 31, but neither he nor the 
public will be informed until well after 
the event. 


Those who are in fact called upon will be 
liable to complete the two years full-time 
and three and a half years part-time 
training, although in practice the latter is 
unlikely to involve any active service. 


Conscientious objectors whose registration 
is subject to their doing alternative civil 
work will be liable to complete the full 
period of two years and 60 days. Full- 
time conscription will thus not end until 


the early months of 1963. 
TRIBUNALS 


In view of the possibility of a reference 
back to the Tribunals under one or other 
of the statutory provisions, the Govern- 
ment has made it known that the Local 
Tribunals will remain in being until 1963 
and the Appellate Tribunals until 1966. 
The latter will thus be available to hear 
advisory cases until then. Advisory cases 
arise where a person in one of the Forces, 
who has at no time registered as a con- 
scientious objector, commits an offence in 
Great Britain which he claims is on the 
grounds of conscientious objection. If he 
Teceives a sentence of three months or 
more for such an offence he is allowed 
to apply to an Advisory Tribunal which, 
if it recognises his conscientious objec- 
tion, will normally recommend his dis- 
charge. It is currently the practice of the 
Service authorities to comply with any 
such recommendation. 

The Central Board for Conscientious Ob- 


jectors is expecting to remain in being as 
at present constituted until the end of the 
call-up. Thereafter it is intended that 
there shall be a CBCO Continuing Com- 
mittee with, it is hoped, a voluntary secre- 
tary, available to watch over the interests 
and answer the queries of any National 
Service or other COs as well as retaining 
the more personal of any of the CBCO’s 
records not destroyed at the end of the 
call-up. 

The opinions expressed in this article 
are not necessarily those of the CBCO. 


PEACE NEWS, July 15, 1960—3 


USEFUL INVENTION, BUT ... 


mo RINTING,” says my 

encyclopaedia, “is 
the most important single 
mechanical revolution in 
history.” 

Maybe—for those who 
can afford it. 

Now I am not denying 
the importance of print- 
ing. I have often seen it 
put to quite good uses, But in my opinion 
the importance of an invention depends on 
the use you can make of it, and I do not 
regard any invention as fulfilling its in- 
tended function until it is cheap enough for 
everybody to take adequate advantage of it. 


And that certainly cannot be said of 
printing. From that standpoint printing falls 
far short, in importance, of many other in- 
ventions, such as the wheel, internal com- 
bustion or the frying pan, to name only a 
few. 

The same can be said of that other clever 
invention without which printing itself 
would be no use at all—paper. 


Paper was in use long before Moses in- 
vented the Ten Commandments, yet here we 
are, 500 years after the inventior of print- 
ing, and about 4,000 years after the inven- 
tion of paper, still unable to afford more 
than a stingy eight pages of them for 
PEACE NEWS. 

I find this ridiculous, I will acknowledge 
printing to be an important invention when 
we are in a position to extend this journal 
to the irreducible minimum of 12 pages. 

Please help us, therefore, to make this 
mechanical invention as revolutionary as it 
is cracked up to be. 


It would be a pity if the staff of PN 
were reduced to chalking on the walls. 


B. J. BOOTHROYD. 
Contributions since July 1: £39 1s, 7d. 
Total since Feb. 1, 1960: £630 7s. 6d. 
Still needed : £1,870. 
Anonymous contributions gratefully ack- 


nowledged: “Hollywood” 2s, 6d. Alton 
10s, 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd., London, N-1. 


U.S. Quakers announce 


EXPERIMENTAL SEMINARS 
WITH RUSSIANS 


GREEMENT has been reached 

between the Soviet Committee of 
Youth Organisations and the American 
Friends Service Committee (Quakers) 
under which an international study 
conference will be held in the USSR in 
August. 


The seminar will be under the auspices 
of the CYO as the first of a series of two 
“Reciprocal Experimental International 
Seminars.” The second will be held in the 
United States in 1961 under the auspices of 
the American Friends Service Committee. 
The AFSC has had many years of experi- 
ence in the planning and direction of such 
undertakings. 


Forty participants will be selected to take 
part in the first seminar, which will be held 
in Leningrad. Twenty will be invited by 
the Committee of Youth Organisations, 
twelve from the Soviet Union, and eight 
from other countries. Twenty participants 
have been invited by the AFSC, 12 Ameri- 
cans and eight from other countries. In 
addition, the CYO will appoint two Soviet 
consultants to introduce topics for discus- 
sion, and the AFSC has invited two Ameri- 
can consultants. They will also be assigned 
topics for development and discussion. 


This understanding, whereby the AFSC is 
making its contribution to the CYO seminar 
this summer by providing half of the par- 
ticipants and half of the consultants, will 
also apply in a reciprocal fashion to the 
AFSC seminar in 1961 in. the USA, when 
the CYO will contribute by providing half 
of the participants and consultants. 


The CYO and the AFSC, in undertaking 
their respective responsibilities in connec- 
tion with these reciprocal seminars, have 


done so with assurance that the exchange of 
views which these seminar opportunities 
afford will make a substantial contribution 
to international understanding and peaceful 
co-operation between the two countries, 


The AFSC has appointed as consultants 
Kenneth Boulding, chairman of the 
economics department of the University of 
Michigan, and William Edgerton, Professor 
of Slavic Languages and Literature at the 
University of Indiana, Both are Quakers. 

The 12 American participants named by 
the AFSC are: Carol Gayle, New York 
City; Leonard Horowitz, Baltimore, Md.; 
George Humphrey, State College, Pa,; 
David Kinsey, Richmond, Ind.; Elinor 
Murray, Chicago, IIl.; Helen Partridge, 
Canton, Mass.; John Rockefeller, IV, New 
York City; Barbara Ruch, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Frederick Schulze, North Wales, Pa.; 
David Spencer, Swarthmore, Pa.; Donald 
Tucker, Barrington, RI; Kent Wilson, 
Washington, D.C. All are graduate level 
students and their fields of study range from 
mathematics and biochemistry to inter- 
national relations and Russian area studies. 

Foreign students appointed by the AFSC 
are: Subi K,. Banerjee, India; Ernest 
Boaten, Ghana; Jack Davidchuck, Canada; 
Irmelin Hossmann, West Germany; Hide 
Ishiguro, Japan; David Lazar, Israel. All 
have previously participated in AFSC 
seminars. 


“1 renounce war and I will never 


~ support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR’ pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE . 

6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.I 
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Britain unarmed 


VERY much appreciated Pat Arrow- 

smith’s review of the two pamphlets by 
Frank Allaun and John Rex (PN June 17) 
and her attempt to get down to the dry 
bones of the problem involved. But appar- 
ently neither pamphlet did the job thor- 
oughly. 


She quotes John Rex as follows: “ There 
is a real danger that however good their 
intentions, the summit Powers will be able 
to agree on nothing except the resumption 
of the cold war.” 


I think he is right. But why? And how 
is it that pacifists do not try to answer that 
question? Yet the answer is as clear as it 
is menacing. Mr. Khrushchev wants co- 
existence along with complete disarmament 
in order to concentrate on _ surpassing 
America’s power of production and her 
high living standards, whereafter, he be- 
lieves, the whole world would turn Com- 
munist. 


Precisely for this reason, and the fear 
that Russia might accomplish her aim, 
America hangs back, But there is another 
reason, the fact that the armaments indus- 
try is one of the foundations of America’s 
financial and economic system, and also the 
fact that this industry is in the hands of a 
powerful financial group which exercises a 
dominating influence on American policy, 
both home and foreign. Communism is its 
No. 1 enemy. Hence should Khrushchev’s 
expansion policy succeed, panic in the 
United States might lead to the outbreak of 
a “defensive ” war against Communism. 


In such a situation what would be the 
attitude of the British Government and of 
the Labour Party ? And what effect would 
Russia’s achievement have upon the workers 
of Europe, including Britain, in view of 
their concern for high living standards in 
the last General Election ? 


This situation means that the solution of 
the basic problems of today lies in the rapid 
evolution of a qualitative civilisation.— 
WILFRED WELLOCK, Orchard Lea, New 
Longton, Preston, 

‘Peace and Bread?” 

Your brief mention of PEACE AND BREAV 
IN TIME OF War in the June 10 

PN may give misleading impression to those 
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Letters to the Editor 


who have not read the book. The petition 
to President Wilson organised by the 
Women’s Peace Party of America was only 
one means of implementing the resolution 
calling for “a conference of neutral powers 
to offer continuous mediation’ which was 
the main proposal of the International 
Women’s Congress at The Hague in April, 
1915—and it was this Congress, of women 
from both enemy and neutral countries, that 
constituted the real effort to stop the war. 
It was initiated by European women, al- 
though a large American contingent was 
present and Jane Addams presided. 


The Ford Peace Ship was a quite sepa- 
tate undertaking which many pacifists dis- 
approved of as a “stunt.”’ Jane Addams 
consented to sail in it, with misgivings, but 
was prevented from doing so by illness. 
The chief interest of PEACE AND BREAD, I 
think, is as the record of one person’s re- 
actions to the war rather than as the history 
of a movement, and in this sense it is far 
from being outdated—_MARGARET TIMS, 
Editor, Peace and Freedom, 29 Great James 
St, London, W.C.1. 


Fylingdales 


N the final march from Fylingdales 
through Scarborough there were con- 
siderably more than the 800 mentioned by 
your correspondent last week. Two of us 
walked from the front to the rear of the 
column and back and counted both ways 
and our figures varied at 2,480 and 2,200.— 
PETER FENBOW, 91 St, Leonard’s Road, 
Girlington, Bradford 8, 


WOULD like to raise three points in 
connection with the Fylingdales demon- 
stration on July 3. 


1. Some of the posters displayed left a 
great deal to be desired. ‘‘ For Christ’s 
Sake, Disarm!” is not funny, and I must 
say that I feel a little common sense goes 
a long way. Slogans of that nature arouse 
disgust, They are unlikely to win sympathy 
from anyone. 


2. Shouting slogans is cheap to say the 
least, and there was a great deal of this 
going on. Ban the Bomb—Join the march 
—Ban the Bomb, etc. The intonation sug- 
gested PoWs being marched off to a con- 
centration camp. Silence is far more effec- 
tive and dignified. 


3. Banners from one or two Communist 
organisations and a Young Communist 
League banner were on show, This should 
have been forbidden. I do not suggest that 
Communists should be purged from the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, but 
the enemies of CND will lose no time in 
“cashing in” on the presence of Commu- 
nists. If the Communists really want the 
bomb banned they should use their com- 
mon sense or stay at home. I do not blame 
them, but rather the Yorkshire Region and 
Scarborough CND for not being particular 
about something that matters so much. 


My I add that I feel the march was, by 
and large, a good one. I was pleased to 
have been able to join it. I trust that the 
points I make will be accepted in the spirit 
in which they are made, If the Yorkshire 
Region and Scarborough CND have any 
comment I would like to hear it—DENZIL 
WEBB, 27 Beech Grove, Whitley Bay, 
Northumberland. 


BBC broadcasts 


A RADIO biography of George Lansbury 
“~~ will be presented on the BBt.’s Home 
Service this Sunday (July 17) at 9.15 p.m. 
by Raymond Postgate, his son-in-law. 


Reading CD Corps 


FPHE statement by Hazel Slatter included 
~- in the Peace News round-up of CND 
activity last week should have read : 


“ The local CD put no restriction on the 
stand and in fact we went to great lengths 
to make it known that CD should be of 
little or no use in a nuclear war. . .” 

We apologise to Miss Slatter and the 


Reading CD Corps for the omission of the 
word “we”. 


PROTEST 


The following letter, dated June 24, 
from officers of the American Friends 
Service Committee (Quakers) appeared 
in The New York Times recently. 
Signed by Clarence E. Pickett, Execu- 
tive Secretary Emeritus, and Stewart 
Meacham, Director of the International 
Affairs Centre Programme, it tries to 
explain how America has laid the 
groundwork for popular revolt in 

Japan. 


FT'HE problem in Japan is not Com- 

munism. It is fifteen years of occu- 
pation by foreign troops. It is resist- 
ance to remilitarisation. It is Japan’s 
survival in the nuclear age. 

For fifteen years Japan’s foreign policy 
has been guided by the United States and 
largely determined by American policy. For 
fifteen years the United States has main- 
tained bases and armed forces on Japanese 
soil. 

Today Japan is at the crossroads. She 
may adhere to her Constitution, which re- 
nounces “ war as a sovereign right of the 
nation and the threat or use of force as 
means of settling international disputes.” 
Or she may commit her future to a military 
alliance with the United States. 

She may reaffirm her Constitution, which 
states “‘land, sea and air forces, as well as 
other war potential, will never be main- 
tained ” and that “the right of belligerency 
of the state will not be recognised.” Or she 
may bypass her Constitution and turn back 
to the path of militarism which has cost 
both Japan and the United States a heavy 
toll of life and treasure within the memory 
of every adult alive today. 

When Japan outlawed war ten years ago 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur expressed the 
mind of America. He said, ‘‘ This provision 
is based upon the highest of moral ideals, 
and yet no constitutional provision was ever 
more fundamentally sound and practical.” 

Today, a decade later, Japan is shaken by 
deep public discontent. Hundreds of thou- 
sands have gone into the streets, opposed to 
a new treaty with the United States, They 
believe it effectively repeals Japan’s Consti- 
tution. This new treaty commits Japan to 
accept continued United States military 
occupation of bases in Japan for at least 
eleven more years. It requires Japan to 
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IN JAPAN 


consider an attack against United States 
armed forces based in Japan as an attack 
on Japan itself, and it requires Japan to 
“act to meet the common danger.” 

The new treaty does not allow Japan a 
say as to how the United States military 
forces based on her soil are to be deployed, 
equipped or used, except in the event of 
‘major changes.” It does not give Japan a 
clear veto over such provocative acts as U-2 
spy flights or flights of nuclear bombers 
from United States bases in Japan. 

It is no surprise that the Japanese people 
are protesting in the streets. To agree that 
the armed forces of another country may 
occupy their land and possibly involve them 
in dangerous provocations is essentially irre- 
sponsible. No country could long agree to 
such an arrangement and retain its own 
independence. 

When our Government presses Japan for 
such an arrangement we lay the ground- 
work for popular revolt. Exactly that has 
been going on these past weeks. The hun- 
dreds of thousands who have demonstrated 
against the treaty cannot be dismissed as 
puppets of Moscow. They are students, 
professors, religious leaders and loyal 
citizens of Japan who consider the issues 
crucial both to Japan’s independence and 
Japan’s survival. 

The pivot of United States foreign policy 
in the Far East has been our military 
arrangement with Japan. That policy has 
now come loose at the hinges. The Japan- 
ese people want to be free the chart their 
own course. They are constitutionally op- 
posed to a foreign policy based on arma- 
ments and war. They do not trust in mili- 
tary bases. They want to be free to develop 
their own relations with their neighbours, 
including both the United States and the 
People’s Republic of China. 

It is time for the United States to recog- 
nise these legitimate desires of a free people 
and to build our policies in Asia with re- 
spect for them. The first step should be the 
negotiation of a new treaty which would 
provide for the phased withdrawal of our 
bases and our armed forces from Japan. 

We believe that such a step could be the 
beginning of a new foreign policy in the 
Far East which would replace the bankrupt 
old policies with an entirely fresh and hope- 
ful approach to all of the peoples of Asia. 


Condemned — 


— to Hunger? 


For many people, refugees among them, to-day 
will be another day of hunger. 
“are reduced to eating roots of grass’ 
an Algerian relief worker.) 

Hunger hits the young hardest. 
are barely alive cannot wait—for them the very 
chance to go on breathing depends on help from 
overseas coming quickly. 


(The children 
” reports 


Those who 


Send to: Press relief, c/o Barclays Bank Ltd. Old 
Bank, High Street, Oxford. 


10/- 


provides a daily hot meal 


for 2 weeks for a child in 
an Algerian refugee camp, 


£5 provides daily vitamin 
requirements for 10 
people for a year, or 
daily hot milk for 40 


under a new _ feeding children in Hong Kong 
scheme. for one month. 
OXFORD COMMITTEE FOR 


FAMINE RELIEF 


SUPPORTERS INCLUDE—The Bishop of South- 
wark, Vera Brittain, Victor Gollancz, Dame Myra Hess. 
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American politics: Forcing a real division 


HAVE been promising Peace News a column on the “ Beat Generation ” 
for several months, but something always seems to come up so that I keep 
postponing that particular discussion—so I make a public pledge that the next 


column I write will cover the Beat scene. 


This column, however, is going to be a 
brief report on the National Convention of 
the Socialist Party which took place on 
May 30 in Washington DC. I have tried to 
limit myself in these columns to subjects of 
interest to pacifists on both sides of the 
Atlantic. In this case what I have to say 
may be of interest primarily to American 
pacifists, but it is important enough that I 
hope English readers will bear with me. 


The United States has been a singular 
problem for socialists for a good many 
years—the nation where capitalism is 
strongest is also the nation with one of the 
smallest, least effective socialist movements 
In part, this is pre- 
cisely because capitalism is strong, because 
it has been able to sustain a high rate of 


over many 


in the whole world. 


production and employment 
years. But in part the socialist movement 
in the United States has failed historically 
because of mistakes we socialists have made 


—mistakes we simply cannot blame on 


“ objective conditions.” One of these mis- 


takes has been our failure to realise that 
America operates under a two-party system. 


Parties that failed 


The only political party that emerged 
from minority status to become a national 
power was the Republican Party, which 
rocketed to national power in less than a 
decade, with the election of Lincoln in 1860. 
But, with this single exception, the Ameri- 
can political landscape is littered with Third 
Parties that failed. The Populist Party 
made a strong bid for power late in the 
nineteenth century and it failed. The Bull 
Moose Party of “ Progressive Republican- 
ism ” tried it under the leadership of Teddy 
Roosevelt in 1912 and failed. The Socialist 
Party, under the inspired and fiery leader- 
ship of Eugene V. Debs, tried it, and in 
1920 Debs, then in prison for opposing 
World War I, polled close to 1,000,000 
votes. But we also failed. In 1924 La 
Follete, with the support of the socialists 
and of independents, tried to launch a Third 
Party and that collapsed after one election. 
The Communists tried in 1948 with Henry 
Wallace and his Progressive Party and they 
too failed. 


The peace question 


The lesson is that, with a single excep- 
tion, it has proved impossible to turn a 
minor party into a major party in the 
United States. What does happen is that as 
soon as a minor party wins significant sup- 
port, the major party will adopt its planks 
and, of course, its public support. What 
America needs most urgently just now is 
not a Third Party, but a “ second”? party— 
the two major parties in the United States 
are now so much alike that the voter has 
no real chance to choose an alternative to 
the present domestic and foreign policies. 


The recent convention of the Socialist 
Party is particularly significant because for 
the first time since we were organised at the 
turn of the century we are neither running 
nor supporting any national ticket. We 
have chosen instead to devote our energy to 
create a political realignment of the present 
two-party system, which means essentially 
creating a progressive coalition which com- 
bines the Liberal, Labour, peace and civil 
right movements, thus forcing the conserva- 
tive elements to unite into a single party of 
their own and bringing to the United States 
a real division of politics into “Left” and 
“ Right.” This new progressive coalition of 
forces, if we can help to bring it about, 
may still operate under the name “ Demo- 
cratic Party,” but it would in fact be a Left 


By David McReynolds 


who was re-elected to the 20-member 

National Committee of the Party, and 

to the nine-member National Action 

Committee which more directly runs 
the Party. 


bringing the politics of the United States 
into line with the nuclear age. 


Our goal is similar to that of socialists 
who helped organise the British Labour 
Party—we want a “ political arena” within 
which we, as Democratic Socialists, can 
operate openly and honestly and at the 
same time where we can have some hope of 
being politically effective. Generally the 
socialist strategy is to concentrate on getting 
the Negroes, pacifists and trade unions to 
realise they must unite their forces and 
create their own political organisation if 
they are to achieve their immediate political 
objectives. 


In short, it is not enough for the peace 
movement to lobby with Congress, or to 
send in letters to their Congressmen—if they 
are to deal with politics realistically, they 
must not merely send letters to Congress- 
men, they must send Congressmen to Con- 
gress! But no single group—either the 
peace movement, the civil rights movement, 
or the trade unions—are strong enough to 


elect men to Congress unless they combine 
their efforts and create a coalition to nomi- 
nate and elect Left-wing Democrats or inde- 
pendents to Congress. That is what we 
mean when we speak of creating a “ pro- 
gressive coalition of democratic forces.” 


If such a coalition can be established it 
will then be in a position either to take 
over the Democratic Party nationally, or, if 
that proves impossible, to split the Demo- 
cratic Party, driving the South out, and 
leaving the Democratic Party automatically 
in control of the more liberal forces con- 
centrated-in the Northern states. 


One of the important means which will 
be used is the running of socialist or inde- 
pendent candidates for Congress, creating 
pressure from below. 


Of more immediate importance to paci- 
fists is the position the Socialist Party took 
on the peace question. There was extended 
floor debate on the position of total uni- 
lateral disarmament, brought to the floor by 
Mulford Sibley. This was defeated, but the 
total unilateral position got more than a 
third of the convention votes—a good vote 
for so strong a position, Of even more 
importance was the victory of the pacifists 
in getting unanimous agreement by the con- 
vention to call for the “ immediate, perma- 
nent and unilateral’ end of nuclear bomb 
testing and production if the present 
Geneva negotiations for a test ban collapse. 


On the eve of the convention the pacifists 
issued a special discussion bulletin with 


articles by Mulford Sibley, Erich Fromm, 
Ken Calkins, Jack Bollens, myself and 
others discussing “the politics of peace.” 
Following the convention the  pacifists 
agreed to form an informal grouping within 
the party to publish a special discussion 
bulletin, and this promises to be one of the 
most exciting new ventures in American 
political thinking. 


There are two other points that should be 
made. The National Committee elected by 
the convention was one of the youngest in 
the history of the Party. Our National 
Secretary, Irwin Suall, is not yet 35 years 
old. It has become a Party of youth, and, 
small as we are, a Party of new vigour. 
The second point is that it is now clear the 
two earlier mergers into the Socialist Party 
{the Social Democratic Federation united 
with us in 1957 and the Independent 
Socialist League united with us in 1958) 
laid the basis for rebuilding the Party on 
new foundations. The Socialist Party today 
is more than a continuation of the historic 
Socialist Party of the United States—it is a 
new movement with new ideas and youthful 
leadership. 


Readers of Peace News who would like 
to have a free copy of the Socialist Party 
platform should write to: Socialist Party, 
303 Fourth Ave. New York 10, NY. 
American pacifists who would like to keep 
in touch with the new pacifist grouping 
being formed within the Socialist Party can 
write to David McReynolds directly at 110 
Christopher St. New York 14, NY. 


A Peace News profile 


By Margaret Tims 


A VOICE FOR THE OPPRESSED 


QN Maundy Thursday this year a 
rather unusual news item was 
widely reported in both the serious 
and popular press: this was an 
appeal to the clergy, signed by six 
curates, to set aside a portion of 
their stipend—‘ for as long as the 
need shall persist ’—for the relief of 
distress in South Africa. 


The appeal was directly inspired by the 
Sharpeville shootings, although ali the 
signatories were already concerned with 
current social and political problems. 


Amongst the signatories were the Rev. Paul 
Oestreicher, curate in charge at Holy 
Trinity Church, Dalston; the Rev. Tom 
Willis, of Hull, already familiar to PN 
readers through his generous donation 
last year to the new premises fund; and 
the Rev. William Sargent, also of Hull, 
who is shortly to join Mr. Oestreicher at 
Dalston as vicar of Holy Trinity. The 
first two are members of the Governing 
Body of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


The appeal was instigated by Pauli Oest- 
reicher after consultation with the Arch- 
deacon of Cape Town. Contrary to some 
Teports, it was not addressed only to 
curates. In fact, it was sent in the first 
instance to every bishop, with a request 
for it to be distributed in his diocese. 
Eighteen bishops—about one-third of the 
total number—immediately agreed to 
help, and in this way about 6,000 appeals 
were quickly circulated to clergy of all 
ranks. 


PIONEERING ROLE 


The South African Church Institute in 
Westminster, to which all contributions 
are directed, has reported a steady stream 
flowing in, amounting to more than 
£2,000; of this sum, £1,000 was received 
from staff and students at Cambridge 
University, who have adopted the scheme. 


Paul Oestreicher has the kind of inter- 
national background—plus the necessary 
personal qualities—that casts him natur- 
ally in this Christian pioneering role. 
Born in Germany in 1931, he emigrated 
to New Zealand with his family, who 
were refugees from the Nazi régime, in 


1939, 


political grouping, offering some hope of Although his parents joined the Society of 


Friends in 1944, the young Paul was far 
from being a pacifist; indeed, at school 
he was sergeant-major of his cadet corps. 
At the university he studied political 
science with the object of taking up a 
diplomatic career. It might be said that 
his approach to religion was largely 
through politics. 


With this new approach, however, came the 
realisation that for him the practice of 
diplomacy was incompatible with Chris- 
tianity; so also was participation in war. 
He registered as a concientious objector 
and was given unconditional exemption; 
and his MA thesis, three years later, was 
written on the subject of conscientious 
objection and the state. 


He was confirmed in the Anglican Church 
—“that part of the Universal Church 
into which God called me”—and was 
accepted as an ordinand in 1952. As an 
external student of Selwyn Theological 
College, he lived for a year at the home 
of the Archpriest of the exiled Russian 
Orthodox Church in New Zealand. 


STUDY IN GERMANY 


In 1955 he was appointed Humboldt Re- 
search Fellow at the University of Bonn 
to study the German Churches’ struggle 
against the Nazi state. He also took the 
opportunity to visit East Germany, where 
he became acquainted with Emil Fuchs, 
Professor of Theology at Leipzig and a 
leading German Quaker, but better 
known in England, perhaps, as the father 
of Dr. Klaus Fuchs, the jailed atomic 
scientist who is now deputy director of 
nuclear research in East Germany. 


Paul Oestreicher renewed his connection 
with Germany when, after two years at 
Lincoln Theological College, he was in- 
vited by Dr. Niemoeller to work as 
assistant pastor at the parish church of 
Riisselheim near Frankfurt, where he 
spent fourteen months, It was in Lincoln, 
strangely enough, that he met his wife, a 
physiotherapist from Berlin, who was then 
working in the County Hospital there. 


He was appointed curate at Holy Trinity, 
Dalston, in September, 1959, and is likely 
to maintain the church’s radical tradition. 
It is known to the theatrical profession as 
the “ guild church” of the circus clowns, 
and has a memorial to the famous 


Paul Oestreicher Photo: Will Green. 
The Church must side with the oppressed. 


Grimaldi. Its last vicar was the Rev. 
Stanley Evans, now Chancellor of South- 
wark Cathedral, who achieved some 
notoriety for his alleged “ fellow-travel- 
ling” proclivities. 

The Rev. Paul Oestreicher, 2 young man 
whose zeal is only tempered by his 
modesty, is not out for notoriety, or for 
personal publicity of any kind. But he 
does believe passionately that the Church 
must involve itself actively in political 
and social affairs: not in order to in- 
crease its own power and prestige, but in 
order to do its job of “building Christ’s 
Kingdom of peace, justice and love.” 
The Church, therefore, must always be on 
the side of the oppressed, whatever the 
issue—whether it is social justice, anti- 
semitism or apartheid. 

He sees hope in that some of the new 
Christian leaders coming forward are well 
aware of this challenge. It is perhaps a 
sign of the times that Paul Oestreicher 
himself is now regularly broadcasting a 
a Christian commentary on current affairs 
to East Germany for the BBC. 
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Roger Mayne 


These photographs are taken from an exhibition now show- 
ing with the Wesker Trilogy—at the Royal Court foyer till 
Sept. 10. A theatre foyer has great limitations for a good 
display of pictures, but it does provide a captive audience. 
Roger Mayne is not social realist in intent, yet there is 
common ground between his photographs and the Wesker 
plays. (We wonder how many of the audience are visually 


minded enough to make the connection.) 


We print below Roger Mayne’s programme note. He took 
portraits of some of the Royal Court personalities specially 
for this London exhition, and included over a dozen of his 


best photographs. 


PHOTOGRAPHY is unique because the camera is a 

recording machine—it reproduces an image automatically 
The strength and weakness of the 
medium derives from these characteristics. The photographer 
But many 
photographers in their attempts to make works of art have 


and indiscriminatingly. 
must remember the function of the camera. 


imitated painters. 


At the turn of the century almost every photograph was 
made to look like a painting or engraving. Now it is better 
because of the influence of some individuals in the Twenties 
and the rise of photojournalism in the Thirties, But many 
serious photographers still imitate painting—but the painting 


of today such as abstract expressionism. And 
studio photography is as artificial as ever. 


Photography is capable of great authenticity. 
The photographer must be very careful to keep this 
illusion, for it is so easily broken. The good photo- 
graphs look so simple, so easily do they convince 
one that the scene actually happened: while the 
failures are so obviously phoney, the people are 
posed for the camera, the objects arranged for 
effect. Even the dullness of the snapshot is better to 
me than the pretentiousness of the creative attempt 
that went wrong. 


I try to control a number of factors to achieve 
reality. 1 do as little arranging or posing as 
possible. When | go to my favourite areas in 
Notting Hill | look for certain general subjects, | 
go at weekends because the streets are liveliest 
then; but I do not know which street I will stay 
in, or if 1 will photograph street football, or Teddy 
boys, or children playing on a bomb site, I choose 
the exact moment by intuition, though anticipation 
plays a part. Usually I don’t know what I want 
until 1 see it. 


This spontaneous, improvised approach is partic- 
ularly suited to photography. Technique is im- 
portant, but it is the ability to learn to see, and to 
understand the world that counts. 


Unfortunately it is difficult to apply this approach 
to taking a series of portraits because I have to 


ed 


Top: Southam Street; Centre: Keith Johnstone; Bottom left: Trafalgar Sq.; N. F. Simpson. 


arrange time and place beforehand. Whenever 
possible I like others to be present—to relax the 
subject, and to overcome the reluctance most people 
have to being photographed. I try to be unob- 
trusive, and give the minimum of directions. (By 
contrast the portrait in the exhibition of the child 
in the steps just “ happened.” I was photographing 
in the street and I saw that she was looking at me so 
persistently that I overcame my hesitation.) 


I have used lighting with care, unobtrusively 
rather than for effect. Its function is to reproduce 
reality by revealing the shape of objects and their 
cotTect texture—most people in studio photographs 
look as if they were made of soap. 


Composition is a complex matter. It depends on 
intuition and a feeling for balance. It is functional 
inasmuch as it isolates objects and gives a third 
dimention; but also it contributes much to the 
esthetic effect. The camera is a machine—the man 
behind it must accept this, and avoid manipulation. 
Yet the paradox is that photographs can be works 
of art. 


Photography involves two main distortions—the 
simplification into black and white, and the seizing 
of an instant of time. It is this particular mixture 
of reality and unreality, and the photographer's 
power to select that makes is possible for photo- 
graphy to be an art. Whether it is good art depends 
on the power and truth of the artist's statement. 
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formally charged 


A FORMAL charge of “ Disobeying 
“a lawful command contrary to sec- 
tion 34(2) of the Army Act, 1955,” has 
been made against Geoffrey Hutchin- 
son, the 23-year-old Aldermaston 
marcher and Christian pacifist who 
was arrested on June 25 at Queen 
Elizabeth Barracks, Crookham, Hants, 
for refusing to wear uniform. 

An abstract of evidence has been made 
by three witnesses to the effect that the 
prisoner refused to wear uniform when 
ordered to do so. This abstract and a state- 
ment of Geoffrey Hutchinson’s views has 
been sent to a higher authority. In a letter 
dated July 7 Geoffrey Hutchinson told 
Peace News that his court martial will pro- 
bably take place on July 15 (today). A de- 
fending officer has already been appointed. 

The prisoner is reported to be in good 
spirits, good health and good civilian 
clothes. He has received several letters 
from Peace News readers. 

The issue of Peace News carrying a front 
page report of his arrest is circulating in the 
guardroom and creating considerable in- 
terest. It is shown to visitors and NCOs. 
The Adjutant also has a copy. 


FROM 
Leslie Hale ®.cfonc 


some inconsistency. All of us were con- 
fronted with a situation which permitted no 
easy answer. In our Keep Left pamphlets 
we had attacked our military expenditure. 
Now, on the request of Syngman Rhee, 
communicated through General MacArthur, 
we doubled our expenditure on attack. 

It is said that Nye hesitated. Of course 
he did. I was with him, during the agony 
of that decision, and I know that, conscious 
of being right, he realised, more than any- 
one, the conflict which would ensue. 

It was really the same problem in 1957. 
I think pacifists sometimes tend to misre- 
present the real conflict. The real choice 
was between being Labour Foreign Secre- 
tary with one’s wings clipped or being a 
back bencher without wings. Nye felt he 
could serve the peace of the world. I knew 
he could. 

I knew that he was by far the most 
gifted, the most sincere, the most far-seeing 
figure in modern politics. I knew, in my 
heart, that it would be a real tragedy for 
the world if he dropped out of the picture. 
We all know now what a tragedy it is. 


CORRECTION 


In a report on the Servas Work, Study, 
Travel system in Peace News on June 3 
the address of the British Secretary, to 
whom enquiries should be sent, should 
read Mrs. Monica Hobongwana, 32, 
Western Rd., Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks, 
not Birmingham as printed. Any incon- 
venience caused to readers is regretted. 


QUAKERS IN HYDE PARK 
ON HIROSHIMA DAY 


Peace News Reporter 


HE fifteenth anniversary of the 

dropping of an atom bomb on 
Hiroshima, August 6, is to be the 
occasion for widespread activity in a 
number of towns in Britain. 


In LONDON at 6.30 p.m. a group of 
Quakers, from meetings of the Society of 
Friends in the London area, plan to hold a 
meeting for worship “after the manner of 
the Friends ”—in silence—in London’s Hyde 
Park at Speakers’ Corner, Marble Arch. 
They will join with others who may gather 
with them under the open sky in penitence, 
in worship and in seeking for guidance, 


“ Quakers have been seen in public taking 


part in the Aldermaston marches and other 
demonstrations for peace, but they normally 
worship quietly in their Meeting Houses,” a 
North London Quaker, Eric Sly, told Peace 
News this week. “ They are convinced, 
however, of the validity of this way of 
worship and its relevance in the search for 
peace and hope on this occasion to join 
with members of other branches of the 
Church and with those who have no formal 
Jinks with any. 


In BRADFORD a Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament motorised column will tour 
the area which would be damaged if a ten- 
megaton bomb were dropped on the Town 
Hall. In the evening there is to be a film 


GHANA NOTEBOOK by Michael Randle 


New Republic: July | 


S I write the church bells of Accra 

are ringing and the first President 
of the new republic, Dr. Kwame 
Nkrumah, is making his ceremonial 
drive through Accra. 


It is a gay town just now; the tricolours 
of the republic, red, yellow and green, are 
in abundance everywhere; the fountain at 
Kwame Nkrumah Circle at the lower end of 
the town has re-emerged from yet another 
round of alterations and plays all night 
under changing spotlights; night-long dan- 
cing and rejoicing has already commenced 
and is not expected to finish until the 
holiday ends. 


The exuberance of Ghana is almost 
physical. This and the sturdy independence 
of the village peasants and craftsmen who 
make up the bulk of her population are 
among Ghana’s most valuable political and 
human assets. They go far—farther than 
any elaborate constitution could do—to en- 
sure the continuance of a free society in 
this country. 


The new republican constitution marks 
the last stage of Ghana’s emergence as an 
independent state. The formidable task of 
economic and social reconstruction that the 
governing Convention People’s Party has 
set itself can now be concentrated upon. 
Every liberal will wish Ghana success in 
this task and hope, though not without 
apprehensions, that it can be achieved 
without the creation of a new economic and 
power élite and the disappearance of tradi- 
tional democratic freedoms. 


French Community 


A FRICAN unity is the one of Dr. 

+* Nkrumah’s main political planks 
and the new constitution provides for the 
possibility of Ghana’s merging with other 
African states. Ghana’s relations with the 
rapidly emerging countries of the French 
Community that surround her are a key to 
this goal in West Africa, and so far these 
have not been good. 

There are a number of obstacles in the 
path of better understanding. One is that 
French colonial policy, far more than 
British policy, has aimed at creating a 
highly trained élite in the colonised areas, 
and it is this élite, steeped in French tradi- 
tions and culture, that holds positions of 
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responsibility in the French 
community. “Black Frenchmen” is_ the 
contemptuous term sometimes used to 
describe them. This difference in cultural 
background at the leadership level—I sus- 
pect that it operates much less further down 
the social ladder—combines with the more 
obvious language barrier to create mis- 
understanding and suspicion, 


Another cause of suspicion has been the 
apparent willingness of the French Com- 
munity Governments to act as the stooges 
for French imperialism by imprisoning the 
genuine nationalists in their own states who 
were calling for complete independence. As 
this persecution has still not ceased—arrests 
are reported in Niger of former Sawaba 
Party members on the vaguest charges of 
seeking to disrupt friendly relations with 
France—there is a natural suspicion that 
the current negotiations between France and 
the French Community countries in the 
Entente will result in a facade behind which 
French imperialism will continue to operate. 


Nevertheless, I feel that it was a mistake 
that Dr. Nkrumah’s message to the Presi- 
dent of the Entente, M. Hamani Diori, on 
the commencement of negotiations with 
France sounded a paternal note of warning 
against ‘‘ disguised freedom delimited by 
agreements which accede to the metropo- 
litan country competence in important 
spheres of national life.” The dangers of 
such phoney independence are real enough 
but the French Community leaders will 
hardly appreciate advice, however sound, 
given in the form of a public lecture to 
them. 


The death of George Padmore, Dr. 
Nkrumah’s adviser on African Affairs, is 
sometimes blamed here for some of Ghana’s 
political indiscretions with her French 
African neighbours. But there is a more 
fundamental reason—the staggering pace of 
changes within the French Community 
which have forced its governments to adopt 
substantially the demands of the militant 
nationalists who are still their political 
opponents. The position is further compli- 
cated in that Ghana has hitherto regarded 
the nationalist opposition groups within the 
Community as the one hope for genuine 
independence. Her present freedom of 
action may now be limited by the extent to 
which she has backed such opposition 
groups and how far she thinks it necessary 
to continue doing so. 


Continued next week. 


power and 


Going on holiday? 


DONT .. . positively don’t forget to 
make sure of Peace News whilst you are 
away. Before you go send 8d, per week 
and your temporary address to this office. 

DO ... make a point of asking for PN 
at the newsagents and bookstalls en route, 
and when you get there. Leave copies 
around for other folk; they’ll enjoy a holi- 
day from their usual daily.—Circulation 
Dept. Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1, 


show and meeting at which John Rex, Dr. 
Moller and others will speak. Enquiries 
should be sent to Peter Fenbow of 91 St. 
Leonard’s Rd., Girlington, Bradford, 


In BRIGHTON local CND supporters 
will picket the main roads into the town. 
Simultaneously two open-air meetings will 
be maintained from 9 a.m. till 6 pm. A 
march will assemble outside the Presby- 
terian Chapel in Queen’s Rd. and, rein- 
forced by a specially-hired train load of 
London supporters, will march to the War 
Memorial where a ceremony will be held. 


The day will finish with an open-air jam- 
boree. Sunday’s activities include pickets of 
the roads and sea front, a poster parade, 
open-air meetings, the planting of a memo- 
rial tree at the Friends Centre, and a final 
rally in the Fish Market, 


In GREAT YARMOUTH there will be 
pickets on the town perimeter and mass 
leafleting in the town, Other local groups 
including SOUTHEND will be organising. 
poster parades and open-air meetings. 


CND in political 


perspective 


FT'HE London Region of the Cam- 

paign for Nuclear Disarmament is 
organising a weekend school at Ruskin 
College, Oxford, for an optional two 
or three days—July 30, July 31, and 
August 1—to attempt “an analysis of 
the Campaign in its present political 
perspectives.” 


Referring to a summer school held last 
year, Michael Craft, chairman of the 
London Regional Council, states: 


“A year later CND is a stronger 
organisation but its policy is questioned 
and threatened on all sides. The trade 
unions have shown a trend towards dis- 
armament, but the failure of the summit 
together with the crisis of leadership and 
policy of the Labour Party has produced 


a situation of unparalleled importance for 
CND.” 


The school follows the end of the 
Region's current study group series. The 
fee, including meals and accommodation, 
will be £3 10s. for three days and £2 10s. 
for two days. 


Further details including programme and 
speakers are obtainable from London 
Region CND, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1. 


rr 
Youth Peace Campaign 


DAY CRUISE 
from Charing Cross to 
HAMPTON COURT 
12 noon to 10 p.m. 
SUNDAY 2th JULY 
Choir, Concert, Band, Bar 
Tickets 12/6 from 81 City Road, E.C.l 
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